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Transcript of the Minutes of the Belfast Medical Society  1822 - 1828

Fever Hospital 8 June 1822

At a meeting of the medical attendants of the Hospital, held to consider the propriety of adopting measures
for the revival of the medical library, present Drs McDonnell, Forcade, R Stephenson and Mr Moore it was
resolved

that one pound two and nine pence paid in advance of the first of May be the yearly subscription of each
member.

That Dr Forcade be requested to act as Treasurer, Dr R Stephenson as Secretary and the apothecary of
the Hospital as librarian to the Society.

That in the present state of our funds it is expedient to confine the collection of books to approved medical
periodical publications.

That the Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Journal, the Medico-chirurgical Transactions, London Medical
and Surgical Journal, Johnson's Medico-chirurgical Journal, Journal de Medicine et chirurgie be
ordered forthwith.

That members are to be elected by ballot and that one black bean in ten shall exclude the person proposed.
That the meetings of the society shall be held in the Hospital at eleven o clock a.m. on the first Monday of

every month.
A ballot having been taken for the admission of Messrs McCleery and Coffey, who were proposed, as
members they were found duly elected.

R Stephenson Secy

1 July 1822

Present Dr McDonnell in the Chair,
Drs Forcade, R Stephenson, Moore, Coffey, McCleery.

Resolved that the eighth number of Johnson's Journal be taken from Mr Coffey, and the succeeding
numbers be ordered through the book-seller from London.

That the new publications shall circulate through the members in rotation having lain on the table for one
week after having been received.

That each member may retain the number circulating for forty eight hours, and then transmit it to the
next in succession on the list under a penalty of five pence if detained after the time appointed, and five
pence for every succeeding day until it shall be forwarded.

That the property of the society shall not be alienated without the unanimous consent of the members,
given at a meeting specially summoned for that purpose a month previously.

That country members be eligible, the member proposing being responsible that they will in all respects
conform to the existing laws of the Society.

That the new publications may be retained for one week by country members after having circulated
among the members resident in town.

That every candidate proposed for admission into the society and every new publication be announced in a
proposal book a fortnight before they can be admitted to ballot.

That thanks be given to Dr Stephenson for a copy of the Edinburgh Medical Essays presented by him to
the Society.

A ballot having been taken for the admission of M.M. Bryson, and McKibbin they were declared duly elected.
R Stephenson Secy

5 August 1822

Present Mr McKibbin in the Chair,
Dr R Stephenson, M.M. McCleery and Coffey.

Resolved that the first four numbers of Johnson's Journal, second series, be ordered through the
bookseller immediately.

That the Treasurer be requested to order the XIII number of Johnson's quarterly journal of foreign
Medicine and Surgery, and procure the succeeding numbers regularly in future.



2

Transcript of the Minutes of the Belfast Medical Society  1822 - 1828

Dr Halliday having been balloted for, was found duly elected.
Submitted for the consideration of next meeting, that all candidates and books recommended for admission
shall be proposed at the meeting previous to that, on which they can be admitted to ballot.

R Stephenson Secy

2 September 1822

Present Mr McCleery in the Chair,
Dr Forcade, R Stephenson, Mr Moore.

The motion proposed at last meeting was negatived.
Submitted by Mr Moore for the consideration of next meeting that members shall not be obliged under a
penalty to forward the periodical publications on Sunday during their circulation.

R Stephenson Secy

7 October 1822

Present Mr Moore in the Chair,
Drs McDonnell, Forcade, R Stephenson, Mr McKibbin, Coffey.

Resolved that Sunday be not counted one of the two days that members are allowed to keep the periodical
publications.

Resolved that the Treasurer be requested to procure for the Society the New York Medical Repository.
R Stephenson Secy

Monday 4 November 1822

Present Dr McDonnell in the Chair,
Dr R Stephenson, Mr Coffey, Forcade.

Resolved that Mr Moore be requested to return thanks to Mr Wallace for the copies of his essays on the
liver and the use of sulphureous vapour, presented by him to the Library.

Resolved that the first volume of Johnson's review be half bound before it can be lent.
Two cases on cynanche laryngea were read by Dr McDonnell and presented to the society by Mr Coffey -
resolved that they be transcribed.

R Stephenson Secy

Monday 2 December 1822

Present Mr Moore in the Chair,
Dr Forcade, R Stephenson, McKibbin, Coffey.
Dr Young of Ballymena and Mr Mawhinney were balloted for and declared duly elected.

Resolved that the annals of Chemistry be purchased by the Treasurer commencing with the second series.
Resolved that Nos 5, 6 and 7 of Johnson's Medico-chirurgical Review be purchased immediately to

complete the collection.
R Stephenson Secy

Monday 6 January 1823

Present Mr McKibbin in the Chair,
Dr Forcade, R Stephenson, Mr Mawhinney, Dr McDonnell.

Resolved that the annals of Chemistry ordered at last meeting be not continued.
Resolved that Drs McDonnell and Forcade be requested to procure a book for the insertion of cases

presented to the Society.
R Stephenson Secy
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Monday 3 February

Present Doctor McDonnell in the Chair,
Dr R Stephenson, M.M. Coffey, Moore, Forcade.
A paper was read by Dr McDonnell being a commentary on the cases of cynanche presented by Mr Coffey,
and it was resolved that it be accepted by the Society and that it be inserted in the records.

R Stephenson Secy

Monday 3 March 1823

Present Mr Moore in the Chair,
Dr R Stephenson, R Coffey, McDonnell, Forcade.

Resolved that the Treasurer be requested to close his acct with Mr Hodgson on account of his irregularity
unless he engage to procure the periodicals publications in three weeks, transferring the contract to
such other bookseller as shall engage to furnish them in the speediest manner and best terms.

Resolved that the case on Extra-uterine pregnancy read by Dr R Stephenson, and a case of crural hernia
by Dr Forcade be copied into the records of the Society.

Mr Moore proposes to read a case of retention of urine with operation at next meeting.
That persons detaining books, that have circulated, longer than a month, pay a fine of two pence per day

during the first week and afterwards of five pence daily.
R Stephenson Secy

Monday 7 April 1823

Present Mr Mawhinney in the Chair,
Dr Forcade, R Stephenson, R Coffey, Moore, McDonnell.

Resolved that the case presented by Moore be accepted and transcribed into the records.
Mr Mawhinney provides a case at next meeting on Hydrocephalus.

R Stephenson Secy

Monday 5 May 1823

Present Mr Coffey in the Chair,
Dr McDonnell, Forcade, R Stephenson, Mawhinney.
Balance in Treasurer's hands   2-19-0 1/2

Resolved that the Treasurer and Secretary be requested to continue their services during the ensuing
year.

Resolved that the case now read by Mr Mawhinney shall be accepted and copied into the records of the
Society.

R Stephenson Secy

Monday 2 June 1823

Present Dr Forcade in the Chair,
R Stephenson, Coffey, Moore, Mawhinney.
Mr AnB Filson was elected by ballot.

That the case of Croup presented by Mr Coffey be accepted and transcribed into the records of the
Society.

R Stephenson Secy

Monday 7 July 1823

Present Mr Coffey in the Chair,
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Drs Forcade and R Stephenson and Mr McCleery.
R Stephenson Secy

Monday 4 August 1823

Present Mr Moore in the Chair,
Drs Forcade, R Stephenson, Mr McKibbin and Coffey.
The consideration of the Dublin Hospital reports deferred till next meeting.

R Stephenson Secy

Monday 1 September 1823

Present Mr Mawhinney in the Chair,
Dr Forcade, R Stephenson, McKibbin, Moore.

That the Treasurer order Pare's legal medicine 3 vol. Octavo.
R Stephenson Secy

Monday 6 October 1823

Present Doctor Forcade in the Chair,
Dr R Stephenson, Mr Moore, Coffey, McKibbin.

Resolved that the members of the Society be enjoined to use every means to keep the books clean and free
from abuses.

R Stephenson Secy

Monday 3 November 1823

Present Doctor Forcade in the Chair,
Dr R Stephenson, Coffey, Moore, McCleery, Dr McDonnell.

That an engagement be entered into with a porter on the best terms to circulate the monthly summons.
R Stephenson Secy

Monday 1 December 1823

Present Mr Coffey in the Chair,
Dr Forcade, R Stephenson, McKibbin, Mawhinney, McDonnell, Moore.

That Mr McKibbin be enjoined to make enquiries about the second volume of the Medical Jurisprudence
which is missing on circulation. - the above is found

R Stephenson Secy

Monday 5 January 1824

Present Doctor McDonnell in the Chair,
Dr Forcade, R Stephenson.

R Stephenson Secy

Monday 2 February 1824

Present Doctor Forcade in the Chair,
Mr McKibbin, Mr Coffey, Doctor McDonnell.

for R Stephenson Secy

R Coffey
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Monday 1 March 1824

Present Doctor Forcade in the Chair,
Mr McKibbin, Mr Moore, R Stephenson

Resolved that the first and second volumes of the Dublin Hospital reports be procured by the Treasurer
and Mason Good's study of medicine.

Resolved that the chairman request Dr McDonnell to return the manuscript notes of Hunter's lectures
which cannot be removed from the Library.

R Stephenson Secy

Monday 5 April 1824

Present Doctor McDonnell in the Chair,
Dr Forcade, R Stephenson, Mr Coffey, Moore.

Resolved that Mr Coffey be requested to inquire if any member has infringed the law of 3d March 1823
since the first of May last and report the same to the Secretary before the 20 inst.

R Stephenson Secy

Monday 1 [sic] May 1824

Present Mr McKibbin in the Chair,
Mr Moore, Dr Forcade, R Stephenson, McDonnell, R Coffey, Dr McGowan.
Balance in hands of Treasurer   £3-8s-10d

Resolved that the Treasurer and Secretary be requested to continue in office during the ensuing year.
Dr McGowan and Mr Birnie of Larne having been duly proposed and balloted for were elected members.

Resolved that no member, in town, shall remove more than one book from the Library, that country
members be allowed two volumes at a time.

R Stephenson Secy

Monday 7 June 

Present Mr Moore in the Chair,
Mr McKibbin, Coffey, Dr Forcade, R Stephenson, McCleery.

Resolved that the Treasurer order the Medical Botany in two volumes octavo with plates 13s.
That any member having more volumes from the Library than specified in the regulations shall pay five

pence for each offence and ten pence a week so long as each volume may be detained afterwards.
Resolved that Dr Forcade and Mr McKibbin make arrangements for the members meeting at dinner on

Wednesday the 17 inst [sic] to commemorate the revival of the Library.
R Stephenson Secy

Monday 5 July 1824

Present Mr Coffey in the Chair,
Mr McKibbin, Dr R Stephenson, McCleery, Dr Forcade, Moore.

Resolved that the London Medical Repository a monthly Journal be ordered by the Treasurer.
Dr Thomson, Dr Millar, Mr Aickin, Mr Officer and Mr McClure, having been proposed, were elected by ballot
members of the society.

Resolved that Mr McKibbin be requested to prepare a correct catalogue of the Books in the Library and
have it with the existing regulations printed for the use of the members assisted by Mr Coffey.

R Stephenson Secy
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Monday 2 August 1824

Present Doctor Thomson in the Chair,
Dr Millar, R Stephenson, Coffey, Bryson, Moore.

Resolved that the printing of the laws and list of the books be deferred for the present.
Resolved that the Treasurer be requested to furnish to the Society a statement of the annual expense in

consequence of periodical works ordered by the Society.
R Stephenson Secy

Monday 6 September

Present Mr Coffey in the Chair,
Dr Forcade, R Stephenson, Mr Moore.
The Treasurer reports that the expenditure on the periodical publications, quarterly and monthly, amounts to
ten pounds seventeen and sixpence.

Resolved that the Medical Botany shall not be removed from the Library by town members during this
month.

Resolved that the members of the Society be specially summoned to take into consideration the expediency
of demanding a deposit equal to the value of this work before any member can remove this or any works
with plates from the Library.

R Stephenson Secy

Monday 4 October 1824

Present Dr McDonnell in the Chair,
Dr Forcade, R Stephenson, Coffey, McKibbin, Officer, Wm Aickin.

Resolved that members borrowing from the Library any book containing coloured plates must deposit
with the apothecary the value of the volume as security for the safe return of the work so removed.

Resolved that the consideration of ordering Lizars' anatomical plates coloured or uncoloured be deferred
till next meeting.

Robt Stephenson Secy

Monday 1 November 1824

Present Mr Coffey in the Chair,
Dr Thomson, Dr Forcade, Messrs McKibbin, Coffey and Mawhinney, Mr Aickin, Mr Moore, Mr Officer, Dr R
Stephenson.

Resolved that Bostock's Elements of Physiology be purchased immediately.
Burn's Anatomy of the head and neck edited by Professor Pathison be purchased.
Dr Wilson Philip on Indigestion and Nervous diseases be purchased.
The proposal of Mr Wm Aickin take precedence of Mr McKibbin's proposition.
The resolution passed last meeting requiring a deposit for coloured plates taken out by the members be

now rescinded.
That any proposition for the enactment of any new law, or for the repeal or alteration of any old law, must

be confirmed at the meeting subsequent to that on which it is passed, not less than five members being
present at such confirmation, previous to its becoming a law.

Resolved that the bookseller be requested to send a copy of Lizars' plates coloured and uncoloured on next
day of meeting, and that Dr McDonnell's proposal be then determined after inspection of the work.

R Stephenson Secy

Monday 6 December 1824

Present Mr Coffey in the Chair,
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Dr Forcade, R Stephenson, Mr Moore, Mr Officer, Mr Mawhinney, McCleery, Dr Thomson.
Resolved that the Thanks of the society be presented to Mr Bryson for the attention with which he has met

the wishes of the members in making arrangements for procuring the New York Medical Repository.
Resolved that the annals of Philosophy be discontinued on the completion of the current volume.
Resolved that the "Lancet" be ordered and procured regularly and Lizars' plates - coloured.

Robt Stephenson Secy

3 January 1825

Present Mr Officer in the Chair,
Dr R Stephenson, Mr Coffey, Dr Thomson, Mr Moore, Forcade, McCleery.

Resolved that the fifth volume of the "Lancet" be completed and the "Chemist" be procured from the
commencement of the current volume.

the consideration of procuring [Paris ?] on Medical Jurisprudence be deferred on account of the reduced
state of the funds.

Sigd R Stephenson Secy

Monday 7 February

Doctor Forcade in the Chair,
Dr R Stephenson, Mr Coffey, Mr Moore, Dr Thomson, Mr McCleery, Mr Officer.

Resolved that Chapman's Elements of Materia Medica be purchased.
Resolved that Doctor Berwick be admitted.
That the Secretary call a meeting of the Society previous to the sale of Dr Haliday's library to consider of

the propriety of making any addition to the Medical Library from that collection.
R Stephenson Secy

Monday 20 [sic] February 1825

Present Mr Moore in the Chair,
Dr Forcade, Dr Berwick, Mr Coffey.

Resolved that Dr Berwick and Mr Moore be authorised purchase the undermentioned books if sold
reasonable.

D Moore, Ch.man

8/4 Hippocrates Greek and Latin 2 vol 1/9 Copeland on Spinal Disease
9/4 Hoffmanni opera 4 vol 2/10 Ferriar Medical Histories 2 vol
7/6 Van Swieten Commentarii 5 vol 15/- Morgagni by Cook 2 vol
-/10 Baillies Morbid Anatomy 2/2 Medical Communications 2 vol
1/- Beddoes Essays on Calculus 6/6 Medical Observations and Enquiries 6 vol
2/9 Burns on the Heart 1/9 Sydenham's opera
1/9 Cooper on diseases of the Joints
1/11 Earle on diseases of the Spine Total £3 8s 0d. [sic]

R Stephenson Secy

Monday 4 April 1825

Dr Forcade in the Chair,
Present  Dr Berwick, Dr R Stephenson.

Resolved that Dr Bryson be requested to continue to procure the New York Medical and Physical Journal.
Resolved that Dr Berwick be requested to draw out a catalogue of the books, belonging to the Society, to

lie on the Library table.
Robt Stephenson Secy
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Monday 2 May 1825

Present Mr McClure in the Chair,
Dr Forcade, Dr R Stephenson, Mr Coffey, Mr Aickin, Dr Berwick, Dr Thomson.
Balance due Treasurer   3-7-5

Resolved that the Thanks of the Meeting be given to Dr Forcade as Treasurer and Dr R Stephenson as
Secretary, and that they be requested to continue in office during the ensuing year.

Dr McCabe, Surgeon McCullough, Surgeon Douglas and Dr Wilson were elected members by ballot.
Resolved that the next meeting of the Society be held on the thirtieth of May.
Resolved that all members detaining books circulating on Sunday shall be subject to the penalty of five

pence.
That all persons who shall have subscribed without interruption during Twenty years shall be members

during life without incurring any further expense.
Geo McClure Chairman

R Stephenson Secy

Monday 30 May 1825

Present Dr Forcade in the Chair,
Dr Thomson, McDonnell, R Stephenson, Wilson, Berwick, McCabe, Mr Aickin, Moore, McCleery, McKibbin,
McCullough, McClure, Mawhinney.

Resolved that it is expedient to admit honorary members into the Society.
Resolved that the election be made by ballot and that one black bean shall exclude the person proposed.
Dr Haliday be an honorary member of this Society.

The repeal of the law passed 7th October 1822 was confirmed.
Resolved that the members dine together on the eighth inst to commemorate the revival of the Library.
That Dr Forcade, Dr Thomson and Mr McKibbin be requested to act as stewards and make all the

necessary arrangements in conjunction with the Secretary.
Mr Quin was admitted by ballot.

Resolved that the thanks of the Society be given to Dr Berwick for the care with which he has executed the
catalogue of the Library.

R Stephenson Secy

Monday 4 July 1825

Present Doctor Berwick in the Chair,
Dr R Stephenson, Mr McCleery, Mr Officer, Mr McClure, Mr Coffey, Mr Aickin.

Moved that Mr Mawhinney's fine for April be remitted on account of his bad health.
Dr Stephenson was admitted an honorary member by ballot.

Resolved that the ballot on Mr Walkington's admission be deferred until it be ascertained that he is eligible
as a qualified member of the profession.

Resolved that the Secretary apply to Dr McDonnell by writing and request that he return the cases that
were read and presented to the Society by the members.

R Stephenson Secy

Monday 1 August

Present Dr Forcade in the Chair,
Dr Berwick, Wilson, R Stephenson, Mr Officer, Mr Coffey, Mr Moore, Mr Aickin, Dr McDonnell.

That Dr Berwick and Mr Moore be requested to wait on Dr McDonnell and procure the papers belonging
to the Society which have been for some time in his possession.

Mr Walkington was admitted by ballot.
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Resolved that the first numbers of the Lancet be procured.
Sigd R Stephenson Secy

5 September 1825

Mr Moore in the Chair,
Present  Dr Berwick, Dr Forcade, Messrs McCleery, Quin, Officer, Aickin, Coffey, McKibbin, Mawhinney, Dr
Wilson, Dr R Stephenson.

That any member having detained any Book or publication in the course of Circulation longer than a week,
be fined 5d per day for a week, and that the members taking into their consideration the circumstances
of the detention shall decide whether any and what further fine be imposed.

That in the future election of members it will be requisite that Candidates must have four white beans to
one black one to entitle him to admission.

That Mr Thos. McClurkan be admitted a member of this Society.
R Stephenson Secy

3 October 1825

Present Mr Coffey in the Chair,
Mr McCullough, Dr Forcade, Mr McCleery, Dr Thomson, Mr Quin, Mr Moore.
Mr Moore is requested to have shelving put in the case

Robert Coffey Chairman
R Stephenson Secy

7 November

Mr Moore in the Chair,
Present  Dr Wilson, Mr Coffey, Mr Walkington, Dr Forcade, Mr McCleery, Dr R Stephenson, Mr McClurkan.

The regulations proposed on the 5th Sept were confirmed.
Resolved that Down's midwifery be purchased.
Dr Bailie's works edited by Wardrop.
Hunter's Plates of the Gravid Uterus with explanation.

R Stephenson Secy

Monday 5 December

Present Mr Coffey in the Chair,
Dr Forcade, R Stephenson, Mr Walkington, McCleery, Dr Berwick, Mr Officer, Mr Moore, Dr McDonnell.

Resolved that the Medical Repository be discontinued as soon as the present volume be completed.
Mr Wethered was elected a member by ballot.

Resolved that the fine for detaining the circulating Journals be five pence after the fifth of January 1826.
Resolved that the Secretary return the thanks of the Society to Dr McGowan for Innes on the muscles,

Fal[c]k on the Venereal and Cullen's Nosology which he has liberally presented to the Library.
Resolved that the Chemist be continued and that the numbers wanting be supplied.
Resolved that Drs Forcade and Berwick be requested to have the periodical journals completed and

bound.
Robert Coffey Ch Man

R Stephenson Secy
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Monday 2 January 1826

Mr Quin in the Chair,
Present  Mr McCleery, Mr Officer, Mr Coffey, Mr Walkington, Dr Forcade, Mr Mawhinney, Mr McClurkan,
Dr Berwick, Mr Moore, Mr McClure, Dr Thomson.
Dr Cupples was elected by ballot.
Dr Ridley               do.           do.
Mr McBurney       do.           do.

Mr Quin Ch
January 2nd 1826

R Stephenson Secy

Monday 6 February 1826

Mr Coffey in the Chair,
Dr Forcade, Millar, Thomson, Stephenson, Mr McBurney, Officer, Mr Aickin, Dr Ridley, McDonnell, Mr
McCleery.

Resolved that the carrier of Journals and notices be allowed one shilling a month for his services.
R Stephenson Secy

Monday 6 March 1826

Dr Millar in the Chair,
Dr Forcade, Berwick, R Stephenson, Ridley, Messrs McBurney, Moore.
Mr Scott of Dromore was admitted by ballot

Sigd R Stephenson Secy

Monday 3 April 1826

Mr Coffey in the Chair,
Dr R Stephenson, Messrs McClure, Officer, McBurney, Moore, Dr Wilson, Dr Millar, Mr McCleery.

Resolved that Mr Coffey and Moore ascertain the fines incurred since May last by members detaining
books out of the Library.

Resolved that Drs Forcade and Millar have a seat provided for the Chairman.
R Coffey Ch Man  R Stephenson Secy

Monday 1 May 1826

Present Mr Moore in the Chair,
Dr Millar, Ridley, Wilson, R Stephenson, Berwick, Messrs McKibbin, Officer, McCleery, Coffey, McBurney,
Mawhinney, Dr Forcade, Dr Cupples, Dr Thomson.

Resolved that the thanks of the meeting be given to Dr Forcade Treasurer and Dr R Stephenson the
Secretary for their services during the past year and that they be requested to continue in office during
the ensuing year.

Plumb on Cutaneous diseases was ordered.
That Mr Mawhinney's fine be reduced to 2/11  irish currency

Balance in Treasurers hand   £8-7-0  irish.
That the Society meet on the 29th instant to make arrangements to commemorate the revival of the

Library and transact the usual business of the Society.
R Stephenson Secy
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Monday 29 May 1826

Present Mr McKibbin in the Chair,
Dr Forcade, Dr R Stephenson, Mr Quin, Mr Officer, Dr Berwick, Mr McClure, Mr McBurney, Mr Coffey, Mr
Mawhinney, Dr Thomson.
Mr Fitzmaurice, Mr Gowdy and Dr Latham were admitted by ballot.

That the books purchased by Dr Berwick at the late sale be not received.
That Dr Forcade, Mr McClure and Mr McKibbin be requested to act as stewards and make the necessary

arrangements for the ensuing annual dinner to be held on the eighth of June.
R Stephenson Secy

Monday 3 July

Mr Coffey in the Chair,
Present  Drs Forcade, Wilson, Messrs McKibbin, Quin, Gowdy, McBurney, Aickin, Dr McDonnell, McCleery.

Resolved that the rules of the Society and the catalogue of the books be printed forthwith and each
member furnished with a copy and also that an application book be provided by Mr Coffey, Forcade,
McKibbin.

That members detaining books that have circulated, longer than one month, pay a fine of one penny daily
until it be returned, which repeals the regulation of [3 March 1823].

That the New Edinburgh quarterly journal be ordered.
That Mr Grattan be elected member.

R Stephenson Secy

Monday 7 August 1826

Present Dr Thomson in the Chair,
Mr Coffey, McKibbin, Bryson, Moore, Aickin, Officer, McBurney, Mawhinney, Dr Forcade, R Stephenson.

Resolved that the proceedings of last meeting be confirmed.
Resolved that the Chairman of the meeting shall enjoy his right of voting as a member and in case of an

equality he shall be entitled to a casting vote.
That the Treasurer order Dewees on the diseases of Children, Rawlison on the Medicinal leech and Ric

Price on the utility of Leeching.
Resolved that five members be appointed to revise the laws before having them printed and report to the

Society, before putting them to the press, specially summoned.
That this committee consist of Dr Thomson, Dr Forcade, Mr McKibbin, Mr Coffey and Dr R Stephenson.

Dr Millar gave notice that he has withdrawn himself from the Society.
Sigd R Stephenson Secy

Monday 4 September 1826

Mr Coffey in the Chair,
Dr Thomson, Forcade, R Stephenson, Mr Bryson, McKibbin, Grattan, Moore.
Mr Stewart of Moneyrea was elected by ballot.
Allan's Surgery was ordered.
Messrs McKibbin and Coffey are requested to have 100 copies the Catalogue and rules of the Society, as now
adopted*, printed forthwith.

R Stephenson Secy

* This must embrace all the rules published in the Catalogue of September 1837 and marked "original" though many of these do
not appear in any previous minutes of the Society     J M Sanders July 1841.
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Meeting 2 October 1826

Doctor Thomson in the Chair,
Present  Dr Thomson, Mr McKibbin, Mr McBurney, R Coffey.
Messrs McKibbin and Coffey report that the Printing of the Catalogue will be finished this week.

Resolved that Davis Operative Midwifery be ordered by the Treasurer.
R Coffey Secy Pro Temp

Monday 6 November 1826

Mr Coffey in the Chair,
Dr Forcade, R Stephenson, Mr McKibbin, Aickin, Gowdy, Dr McDonnell, Mr McKibbin, Mr McCleery.

Resolved that the second volume of Johnson on the Leech, Abernethy's works and Cooper on Dislocations
be purchased.

Dr Drummond is proposed as a member and seconded.
R Stephenson Secy

Monday 4 December 1826

Dr McDonnell in the Chair,
Dr Forcade, R Stephenson, Mr Coffey, Mr Aickin, Mr McClurcan, Mr Grattan, Mr McBurney, Mr Moore.
Dr Drummond was admitted a member and Mr Strain of Newtownards and Mr Murray of Glenavy were
proposed as members and seconded.

R Stephenson Secy

Monday 1st January 1827

Doctor Wilson in the Chair,
Present  Dr Forcade, Messrs Moore, McBurney and R Coffey, Mr McCleery, Mr Goudy.
Mr Wm Strain of N.T.ards and Mr Murry of Glenavy were admitted members by ballot.

Robert Coffey Secy pro temp

Monday 5 February 1827

Present Mr Moore in the Chair,
Dr Thomson, Forcade, R Stephenson, Drummond, Mr McBurney, McCleery, Dr McDonnell.
Surgeon James Campbell was admitted member by ballot.

Resolved that the Treasurer be requested to order Paris on Diet - Paris on Pharmaceutical chemistry,
Cooper on Hernia, Cooke on Nervous diseases, Bell's Surgical works, Forbes Translation of Laennec.

Resolved that each member on proposing a work shall state the price in the proposal book at the same
time.

Resolved that Lizar's plates and the explanations be bound as soon as possible.
R Stephenson Secy

Monday 5 March 1827

Present Dr Wilson in the Chair,
Dr Thomson, Berwick, R Stephenson, Mr Coffey, McKibbin, Forcade, McCleery, Aickin, Moore, Campbell.
Surgeon McMaster and Edwd Bryson of Antrim were admitted by ballot.

Resolved that the Treasurer be requested to order O'Halloran on Opthalmia.
R Stephenson Secy
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Monday 2 April 1827

Dr Wilson in the Chair,
Dr Forcade, R Stephenson, Thomson, Mr Coffey, Officer, McCleery, Moore, Dr McDonnell.

Resolved that the Treasurer be requested to order Prichard on Nervous diseases, Venables on Diabetes.
That the Secretary be requested to return the thanks of the Society to Mr Wallace Esqr for his Treatise on

Moxa.
That Mr McCleery be requested to inquire into the penalties incurred by members for detaining books

from the Library during the last year and return the same to the Secretary before the next day of
meeting.

Resolved that in consequence of Mr Officer's statement, the fine for delaying the "Lancet" circulating in
September be remitted to 2/8.

R Stephenson Secy

1 [sic] May 1827

Present Dr Thomson in the Chair,
Dr R Stephenson, Mr Coffey, Mr Gowdy, Mr Officer, Dr Forcade, Mr McKibbin, McCleery, Mr Moore.

The Treasurer be requested to order Lawrence's Lectures on Man, Coomb's Treatise on Phrenology,
Charles Bell's System of Operative Surgery, Thomson on Inflammation, Ure's chemical Dictionary.

That Mr McCleery be requested to complete his report before next meeting.
That the Treasurer and Secretary be presented with the thanks of the Society and that they be requested

to continue their services during the present year.
Balance in Treasurer's hand   £6-14-9 3/4.

That the Secretary be requested to furnish Mr Mawhinney with the arrear of his fines.
That the Secretary be directed to give notice to Dr Berwick that in consequence of violating rule fifteenth,

he is subject to the usual penalty.
That the Society be summoned for the last Monday in May to make arrangements to commemorate the

revival of the Library and transact the ordinary business.
Resolved that a ballot be taken for the election of Mr Henry Purdon at next meeting.

Sigd R Stephenson Secy

Monday 28 May 1827

Mr Coffey in the Chair,
Dr Forcade, Dr R Stephenson, Mr McBurney, Mr Mawhinney, Mr Moore, Mr Grattan, Mr McKibbin, Dr
Wilson, Mr McClure.

Resolved that Dr Wilson and Mr Grattan investigate the fine of Mr McBurney on the 19 of March and
report on the next day of meeting.

Mr Henry Purdon be admitted a member.
That a ballot be taken for Dr Little at next meeting.
Resolved that the Society dine together on Friday the eight of June to commemorate the anniversary of

the revival of the Society.
Resolved that Dr Forcade, Mr Grattan and Mr McClure be requested to make the necessary

arrangements for dinner.
Resolved that the subcommittee be requested to invite Mr John Aickin the Librarian to dine with the

Society on the eighth of June.
Sigd R Stephenson Secy

Monday 2 July 1827

Present Dr Wilson in the Chair,
Dr R Stephenson, Mr McKibbin, Coffey, Gowdy, Grattan, Dr McDonnell.
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Resolved that under the present circumstances of the case that it is inexpedient to remit Mr McBurney's
fine.

Dr Little was admitted a member by ballot.
That the Thanks of the Society be given to the stewards for their excellent arrangements on the eighth of

June.
That the Treasurer be requested to order Brodie on diseases of the joints, Boyer on diseases of the bones

and Crowther on White swelling.
That a ballot be taken at next meeting for Mr George Welsh of Ballycastle.

R Stephenson Secy

Monday 6 August 1827

Present Mr McClurcan in the Chair,
Mr McCleery, Mr McKibbin, Mr Coffey, Dr R Stephenson, Mr Moore, Mr Officer, Mr Gowdy, Dr Little, Mr
Aickin, Dr Thomson, Dr McDonnell.
Mr George Welsh of Ballycastle was admitted by ballot and Mr Thos Wilson proposed for ballot.

That the Treasurer be requested to order the posthumous works of Dr Parry of Bath, Medical Logic by Sir
Gilbert Blane, latest edition of Bell's operative surgery.

Resolved that a committee be appointed with powers to recall the books and report on the state of the
Library to the next meeting of the society.

That Dr Thomson, Little and Mr Coffey be the Committee appointed for this purpose.
R Stephenson Secy

Monday 3 September 1827

Mr McCleery in the Chair,
Present  Dr Forcade, Messrs Moore, Bryson, Coffey and McKibbin, Dr Little, Dr R Stephenson.
Mr Thos Wilson was elected by ballot.
The committee appointed to investigate the state of the Library report that the Books are correct and in good
order.

That the thanks of the meeting be presented to the committee for their trouble and care in examining the
Library.

That the committee with Drs Forcade and Stephenson be requested to have an additional book case for the
Society.

That the chairman be directed to write to Mr McBurney requesting him to conform to the resolution of the
2 July and forward the fine to the Treasurer.

R Stephenson Secy

Monday 1 October 1827

Present Mr Coffey in the Chair,
Dr Forcade, R Stephenson, Mr McBurney, Moore, McKibbin, Dr Wilson.

Resolved that a ballot be taken at next meeting for Dr Stewart of Larne and Dr Duncan.
Resolved that the further consideration of purchasing the Dictionnaire de Mèdicine be deferred till next

meeting.
R Stephenson Secy

5 November 1827

Mr Coffey in the Chair,
Dr Forcade, Dr Thomson, Dr Little, Dr R Stephenson, Mr McKibbin, Mr Moore, Mr McCleery, Dr Wilson,
McDonnell.
Dr Stewart and Dr Duncan were admitted by ballot.
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Resolved that a ballot be taken at next meeting for Mr Wm Barrett.
Resolved that Dr Little be requested to inspect the state of the periodical publications and arrange and

send those unbound to the stationers.
R Stephenson Secy

3 Dec 1827

Mr McCleery in the Chair,
Dr Forcade, R Stephenson, Little, Mr McKibbin, Coffey, Dr Thomson, Mr Officer, Quin.
Dr Little reports that the New York Journal wants in Vol VI No 3, 4; in Vol IV No 1, 2; in Vol III No 2, 3, 4; in
Vol VIII No 1. Resolved that he be requested to have notice fixed in some conspicuous place requesting
members of the Society to have these numbers returned.

Resolved that the Treasurer be requested to order Percival on Medical Ethics, Johnson on irritability of
the Stomach and intestines.

Resolved that a ballot be taken at next meeting for Dr Kirkpatrick of Larne.
Sigd R Stephenson Secy

Monday 7 January 1828

Mr McCleery in the Chair,
Dr Thomson, Forcade, R Stephenson, Coffey, McKibbin, Grattan, Moore, Dr Wilson.
Dr Kirkpatrick of Larne was admitted by ballot.

Resolved that the Treasurer be requested to settle Hasting's account for the book case on the best terms.
Resolved that Dr Thomson and Mr McCleery be requested to have the books labelled and arranged in the

new book case making such arrangements as may be necessary.
R Stephenson Secy

4 February, 1828

Present Mr Aickin in the Chair,
Dr McCabe, Dr Little, Dr Thomson, Dr R Stephenson, Mr Coffey, Mr McCleery, Mr McKibben, Dr Forcade.

Resolved that the Treasurer be requested to order Scudamore on Gout, Scudamore on the Mineral Waters
of England, Blackall on Dropsy, Glasgow Medical and Surgical Journal, Charles Bell's exposition of the
Nervous System.

Resolved that Dr McCabe be allowed the benefit of one 12th reduction to his subscription for the year
1826.

R Stephenson Secy

3 March 1828

Present Mr McKibbin in the Chair,
Dr Duncan, Dr Forcade, Dr R Stephenson, Mr Coffey.

Sigd R Stephenson Secy

7 April 1828

Mr McCleery in the Chair,
Present  Drs Thomson, Forcade, Little, Mr Coffey, Dr Duncan.

Resolved that a ballot be taken at next meeting for Drs Ridley and McCormac.
That Shaw on Distortions of the Spine 8vo 10/6,
Engravings to Ditto             1-11-6,
Travers on Constitutional Irritation,
Bateman's Delineations of Cutaneous Diseases with fo coloured plates 12gs,
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Barker and Cheyne's account of the Epidemic Fever in Ireland,
Abercrombie on Diseases of the Brain and Spinal Cord,
Bostock's Physiology third volume.

R Coffey Secy

pro tempor

P.S.  Resolved that Mr McCleery, Dr Thomson and Dr Duncan, be requested to have the books of the Library
called in and examined before the first of May.

R Coffey Secy

pro tempor
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List of the Books Referred to in the Minutes of the Belfast Medical Society 1822-1828

Authors marked § were identified in "A Catalogue of Printed Books in the Welcome Historical Medical
Library" and the biographical details were taken from that work. Those works marked ¶ are still represented
in the collection of the Ulster Medical Society.

ABERCROMBIE, John [1780-1844] §

• Pathological and practical researches on diseases of the brain and the spinal cord.
ABERNETHY, John [1764-1831] §

• The surgical works.
ALLAN
• Surgery.

BAILLIE, Matthew [1760-1823] §

• The morbid anatomy of some of the most important parts of the human body.¶

• The works. . . . To which is prefixed an account of his life . . . . by J Wardrop.
BARKER and CHEYNE
• Account of the epidemic fever in Ireland.

BATEMAN, Thomas [1778-1821] §

• Delineations of cutaneous diseases: exhibiting the characteristic appearances of the principal genera and
species comprised in the classification of Dr Willan; and completing the series of engravings begun by
that author.

BEDDOES Thomas [1760-1808] §

• Observations on the nature and cure of calculus, sea scurvy, consumption, catarrh and fever: together
with conjectures upon several other subjects of physiology and pathology.

BELL Benjamin [1749-1806] §

• A system of surgery.¶

BELL, Sir Charles [1774-1843] §

• A system of operative surgery, founded on the basis of anatomy.¶

• An exposition of the natural system of the nerves of the human body. With a republication of the papers
delivered to the Royal Society, on the subject of the nerves.

BLACKALL, John [1771-1860] §

• Observations on the nature and cure of dropsies, and particularly on the presence of the coagulable part
of the blood in dropsical urine; to which is added an appendix, containing several cases of angina
pectoris, with dissections, &c.

BLANE, Sir Gilbert [1749-1834] §

• Elements of medical logick, illustrated by practical proofs and examples; including a statement of the
evidence respecting the contagious nature of yellow-fever.

BOSTOCK, John [1773-1846] §

• An elementary system of physiology.
BOYER, Alexis, Baron [1757-1833] §

• The lectures of Boyer upon the diseases of the bones: arranged into a systematic treatise by A
Richerand. Translated from the French by M Farrell.

BRODIE, Sir Benjamin Collins [1783-1862] §

• Pathological and surgical observations on the diseases of the joints.¶

BURNS, Allan [1781-1813] §

• Observations on some of the most frequent and important diseases of the heart; on aneurism of the
thoracic aorta; on preternatural pulsation in the epigastric region: and on the unusual origin and
distribution of some of the large arteries.
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• Observations on the surgical anatomy of the head and neck. Illustrated by cases. (With a life of the
author, and additional cases. . . . By GS Pathison).

CHAPMAN
• Elements of material medica

COOK
• Morgagni.

COOKE, John [1756-1838] §

• A treatise on nervous diseases.
COOMB
• Treatise on phrenology.

COOPER. Sir Astley Paston [1768-1841] §

• The anatomy and surgical treatment of inguinal and congenital hernia.
• A treatise on dislocations and on fractures of the joints.¶

COOPER Samuel [1781-1848] §

• A treatise on the diseases of the joints . . . for which the prize for 1806 was adjudged by the Royal
College of Surgeons in London.

COPELAND, Thomas [1781-1855] §

• Observations on the symptoms and treatment of the diseased spine, more particularly relating to the
incipient stages; with some remarks on the consequent palsy.

CROWTHER
• On white swelling.

CULLEN, William [1710-1790] §

• Synopsis nosologiae methodicae, continens genera morborum praecipua definita, additis speciebus cum
harum ex Sauvagesio synonimis.

DAVIS, David Daniel [1777-1841] §

• Elements of operative midwifery; comprising a description . . . for assisting difficult . . . labours . . . with
cautionary strictures on the improper use of instruments.

DEWEES
• On the diseases of children.

DOWN
• Midwifery

EARLE, Sir James [1755-1817] §

• Observations on the cure of the curved spine. In which the effect of mechanical assistance is considered.
FALCK
• On the Venereal.

FERRIAR, John [1761-1815] §

• Medical histories and reflections.
GOOD, John Mason [1764-1827] §

• The study of medicine.
HIPPOCRATES [460?-377? BC] §

• Greek and Latin
HOFFMANNI
• Opera

HUNTER, William [1718-1783] §

• Anatomia uteri humani gravidi tabulis illustrata. . . . The anatomy of the human gravid uterus exhibited
in figures.

INNES,
• On the muscles

JOHNSON, James [1777-1845] §

• An essay on morbid sensibility of the stomach and bowels, as the proximate cause, or characteristic
condition of indigestion, nervous irritability, mental despondency, hypochondriasis, &c. To which are
added, observations on the diseases and regimen of invalids, on their return from hot and unhealthy
climates.
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JOHNSON, James Rawlins MD FRS [fl 1792-1827] §

• Further observations on the medicinal leech; including a reprint from the Philosophical Transactions of
two memoirs . . . on the Hirudo vulgaris . . . H. stagnalis and H. complanata.

LAENNEC, Renè Thèophile Hyacinthe [1781-1826] §

• A treatise on the diseases of the chest, in which they are described according to their anatomical
characters, and their diagnosis established on a new principle by means of acoustick instruments. . . .
Translated from the French . . . with a preface and notes by John Forbes.

LAWRENCE, Sir William, Bt [1783-1867] §

• Lectures on physiology, zoology, and the natural history of man, delivered at the Royal College of
Surgeons.

LIZARS, John [c 1787-1860] and LIZARS, William Home [1788-1859] §

• A system of anatomical plates of the human body; accompanied with descriptions, and physiological,
pathological and surgical observations.

O'HALLORAN
• On Opthalmia.

PARES
• Legal medicine.

PARIS
• On Diet.
• On Medical Jurisprudence. Probably PARIS and FONBLANQUE, Medical Jurisprudence.
• On Pharmaceutical Chemistry. Probably PARIS, Medical Chemistry.

PARRY [of Bath]
• The Posthumous Works.

PERCIVAL
• On Medical Ethics.

PHILIP, Dr Wilson
• On Indigestion and Nervous Diseases

PLUMB
• On Cutaneous Diseases. Probably PLUMBE. On Diseases of the Skin.

PRICHARD
• On Nervous Diseases.

PRICE, Ric.
• On the utility of leeching. Probably PRICE. On Sangui-suction or Leech Bleeding.

RAWLISON
• On the medicinal leech. Probably James Rawlins JOHNSON, MD FRS [fl 1792-1827]. A treatise on the

medicinal leech; including its medical and natural history, with a description of its anatomical structure;
also remarks upon the diseases, preservation and management of leeches.  Based on his Edinburgh
thesis 'De Hirudine' (1814).

SCUDAMORE
• On gout. Probably SCUDAMORE. On Gout and Gravel.
• On the Mineral Waters of England.

SHAW
• On Distortions of the Spine.

SYDENHAM
• Opera. Probably SYDENHAM. Opera Universa.

THOMSON
• On inflammation.

TRAVERS
• On Constitutional Irritation.

UNKNOWN
• Dictionnaire de Mèdicine. Possibly MM ANDRAL, BEGIN . . Roche, Sanson.  1829-1836. Dictionnaire

de medicine et de chirugie pratiques.
• Edinburgh Medical Essays. Probably Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Essays.
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• Medical Botany. Possibly WOODVILLE, Medical Botany.
• Medical Communications.
• Medical Observations and Enquiries.

URE, Andrew [1778-1857]
• Dictionary of Chemistry.

VENABLES
• On Diabetes.

VAN SWIETEN
• Commentarii.
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List of the Journals referred to in the Minutes of the Belfast Medical Society 1822-1828

Annals of Chemistry.
Annals of Philosophy.
Chemist.
Dublin Hospital Reports.
Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Journal.
New Edinburgh Quarterly Journal.
Glasgow Medical and Surgical Journal.
Johnson's Medico-chirurgical Journal.
Johnson's Medico-chirurgical Review.
Johnson's Quarterly Journal of Foreign Medicine and Surgery.
Journal de Medicine et Chirurgie.
Lancet.
London Medical and Surgical Journal.
London Medical Repository.
Medico-chirurgical Transactions.
New York Medical Repository.
New York Medical and Physical Journal.
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List of Clinical Case Presentations in the Minutes of the Belfast Medical Society 1822-1828

Case Presenter Date

Cynanche laryngea Dr McDonnell and Mr Coffey 4 November 1822
Extra-uterine pregnancy Dr R Stephenson 3 March 1823
Crural hernia Dr Forcade 3 March 1823
Retention of urine with operation Mr Moore 7 April 1823
Hydrocephalus Mr Mawhinney 5 May 1823
Croup Mr Coffey 2 June 1823
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List of Persons referred to in the Minutes of the Belfast Medical Society 1822-1828

Most of the dates of retirement and death were found in the List of Members in the Catalogue of the Belfast
Medical Library of 1859. This list was probably compiled from the List of Members in the Minutes Book of
1842.

Person Residence Proposed Retired Died
/ Elected

AICKIN, Mr William July 1824 April 1837
AICKIN, Mr John
      Librarian May 1827
BARRETT, Mr William Nov. 1827
BERWICK, Dr Feb. 1825 May 1828
BIRNIE, R.N, Mr, Larne May 1824 May 1825
BRYSON, Mr July 1822 1853
BRYSON, Edward, Antrim March 1827 May 1829
CAMPBELL, Surgeon James Feb. 1827 May 1829
COFFEY, Mr Robert June 1822 1846
CUPPLES, Dr Lisburn Jan. 1826 May 1827
DOUGLAS, Surgeon Lurgan May 1825 May 1842
DRUMMOND, Dr Dec. 1826 May 1828
DUNCAN, Dr Nov. 1827 May 1835
FILSON, Mr AB Portaferry June 1823 May 1825
FITZMAURICE, Mr May 1826 May 1827
FORCADE, Dr Henry June 1822 July 1835
      Honorary Treasurer 1822 -
GOWDY, Mr May 1826 May 1828
GRATTAN, Mr July 1826
HALLIDAY, Dr Aug. 1822 June 1836
      Elected Honorary Fellow May 1825
HODGSON, Mr
      Bookseller [March 1823]
KIDLEY, Dr Jan. 1826 May 1826
KIDLEY, Dr May 1828 May 1839
KIRKPATRICK, Dr, Larne Jan. 1828 May 1830
LATHAM, Mr Antrim May 1826 May 1835
LITTLE, Dr July 1827 May 1840
McBURNEY, Mr Jan. 1826 1850
McCABE, Dr May 1825 Nov. 1828
McCLEERY, Mr June 1822 Sept. 1847
McCLURE, Mr George July 1824 May 1829
McCLURKAN [McCLURCAN], Mr Thomas Sept. 1825 Dec. 1846
McCORMAC, Dr May 1828
McCULLOUGH, Surgeon May 1825 May 1827
McDONNELL, Dr James June 1822 April 1845
McGOWAN, Dr Carrickfergus May 1824 May 1825
McKIBBIN, Mr July 1822 Dec. 1835
McMASTER, Surgeon March 1827 May 1828
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Person Residence Proposed Retired Died
/ Elected

MAWHINNEY, Mr Dec. 1822 April 1840
MILLAR, Dr July 1824 Aug. 1826
MOORE, Mr June 1822 Oct. 1847
MURRAY, Mr, Glenavy Jan. 1827 1842
OFFICER, Mr July 1824 1857
PURDON, Mr Henry May 1827 June 1828
QUIN, Mr William May 1825 May 1837
SCOTT, Mr, Dromore March 1826 May 1829
STEPHENSON, Dr Robert June 1822 Jan. 1833
      Honorary Secretary 1822 -
      Elected Honorary Member July 1825
STEWART, Mr, Moneyrea Sept. 1826 May 1829
STEWART, Dr, Larne Nov. 1827 July 1828
STRAIN, Mr William, Newtownards Jan. 1827 Jan. 1836
THOMSON, Dr SS, July 1824 April 1849
WALKINGTON, Mr Aug. 1825
WALLACE, Mr
      Not recorded as a member but presented essays and a treatise to the library
WELSH, Mr George, Ballycastle Aug. 1827 May 1828
WILSON, Dr May 1825 May 1836
WILSON, Mr Thomas Sept. 1827 May 1837
WETHERED, Mr Lisburn Dec. 1825 Sept. 1842
YOUNG, Dr, Ballymena Dec. 1822 Dec. 1823


